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AS EARLY AS 1966, GENE RODDEJBERP“ HAD PUT TOGETHER A PROPOSAL FOR

THE SCIENCE FICTION EER:ES WHICH HOULD BECOME 57AR TREK.

ALTHOUGH HE PUBLICLY b RHE ED o7 95 A HESTERN IN OUTER SPACE .

A 50-CALLED HHGO TRATH HE E‘HRS HE DR JATELY TOLD FRIENDS THAT
HE HAS ACTUA ODEL T OON SHIFTS GULLIVERS TRAUVELS. INTENDING

EACH EPIEODE .O Act ON O LEJELE, FIRST AS A SUSPENSEFUL ADUENTURE
5T0RY . BUT ALSO A5 A MORHLITV PARABLE . IN THE 57AR TREK UNIUERSE .
HUMANS DEUELOPED FASTER-THAN-LIGHT SPACE TRAVEL . USING A FORM OF
PROPULSION REFERRED 70 AS HARP “PT JE . FOLLOWING A NUCLEAR WAR AND

A POST-APOCALYPTEC PERIOD IN THE MiD-2157 CENTURY . ACCORDING 70 THE
S5T0RY TIMELINE . THE FIRST HWARP FLIGHT HAPPENED ON 5 APRIL 20063 . AND

Polycarpe Light _ capitales 8 pt

A5 EARLY A5 1968 GENE RODDENBERRY HAD PUT TOGETHER A PROPOSAL FOR THE SCIENCE FIC-
TION SERIES WHICH HOULD BECOME 57AR TREK. HL\HVJGH HE PUBLICLY MARKETED IT AS A HES-
TERN IN OUTER SPACE . A SO-CALLED WA GON TRAIN 7O THE 57ARS . HE PRIUATELY TOLD FRIENDS

THAT HE HAS ACTUALLY MODELING IT ON SHIFTS GULLIUERE TRAVELS . INTENDING EACH EPIS0DE
70 ACT ON THO LEUELS. FIRST AS A JEPENEEFUL ADUENTURE S5TORY . BUT ALS0 AS A MORALITY
PARABLE . IN THE 5TAR TREK UNIUERSE . HUMANS DEUELOPED FASTER-THAN-LIGHT SPACE TRAUEL .
USING A FORM OF PROPULSION REFERRED 70 AS hQRP DR UE . FOLLOWING A NUCLEAR HAR AND A
POST-APOCALYPTIC PERIOD IN THE MID-2157 CENTURY. ACCORDING 70 THE STORY TIMELINE. THE

FIRST HWARP FLIGHT HAPPENED ON © APRIL 20863 . AND THE UULCANS. AN ADUANCED ALIEN RACE.
MADE FIRST CONTACT WITH EARTH ON THAT DAY AFTER uE EL. ING THE HARP DRIUE SIGNATURE
PARTLY AS A RESULT OF THE INTERUENTION AND SCIENTIFIC TEACHINGS OF THE UULCANS. HU-
MANS LARGELY OUERCAME MANY EARTH-BOUND FRAZILTIES ﬂ UICES BY THE MIDDLE OF THE 22ND
CENTURY . CREATING A QUASI-UTOPIAN SO0CIETY WHERE THE CENTRAL ROLE IS5 PLAYED NOT BY MO-
NEY . BUT RATHER BY THE NEED FOR EXPLORATION AND KNOHLEDGE . LATER. MANKIND UNI TED HIT
S50ME OF THE OTHER SENTIENT SPECIES OF THE GALAXY . INCLUDING THE UULCANS. 70 FORM
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A5 EARLY AS 1966, GENE RODDENBERRY HAD PUT TOGETHER A PARTLY AS A RESULT OF THE INTERUENTION AND SCIENTIFIC

PROPOSAL FOR THE SCIENCE FICTION SERIES WHICH HOULD TEACHINGS OF THE UULCANS H JMANS L HFGF Y OUERCAME HANY
BECOME 57AR TREK. ALTHOUGH HE PUBLICLY MARKETED IT EARTH-BOUND FRAZLTIES HvD UICES BY THE MIDDLE OF THE
“15 A HESTERN IN OUTER SPACE. A S0-CALLED HAGON TRAZ 22ND CENTURY . CREATING A QUAST Y

THE 57ARS . HE PRIVATELY TOLD FR ENDS THAT HE WA C\ ’HF CF# RH\ ROLE ‘? P H*’F NOT BY MONEY. 3
Hf UALLY MODELING b GULLIVERS WHJ[LS N AND KNOWLEDGE . LATER.
INTENDING EACH EP ON THO LEUELS. FIRST %5 OF THE OTHER SENTIENT SPECIES
A SUSPENSEFUL ADU . BUT AL ‘?O R‘? H 1OR iC P NG THE UULCANS. 7O FORM T
PARABLE . IN THE STAR TREK UNIUER! { OF PLANETS .5TAR TREK STORIES USUALLY

TURES OF HUMANS AND ALIENS HHO SERUE

[.TRRH EET. THE PROTAGONISTS ARE

75 WHOSE IDEALS ARE SOM 5 ONLY
0 HE TLEMMAS PRESENTED

OLITICAL DIMENSIONS OF 57AR
R[\\ rr,m ALL ,[r FUR CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL REALZI-

TIES: S5TAR TREK: THE ORIGINAL SERIES ADDRESSED ISSUES

5
FASTER-THAN-LIGHT SPACE TRAUEL . USE
SI0N REFERRED 70 AS HARP DRIVE. F
HAR AND A PO [
CENTURY. ACCORDING 70 THE 570RY
HARP F. qH HHPPFNFD ON 5 APRIL 2063 . AND
f H H TAC

:NG R *JL \FHR
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A5 EARLY AS 1968 . GENE RODDENBERRY HAD PUT TOGETHER A PROPOSAL FOR THE SCIENCE
F CTION SERIES WHICH WOULD BECOME 57AR TREK. ALTHOUGH HE PUBLICLY MARKETED
17 A5 A HESTERN IN OUTER SPACE . A S0-CALLED HAGON TRAIN 70 THE STARS. HE PRIUTELY
TOLD FRIENDS THAT HE WAS ACTUALLY MODELING IT ON SWIFT'S GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. INTENDING
EACH EPISODE 70 ACT ON THO LEUELS . FIRST AS A SUSPENSEFUL ADUENTURE STORY . BUT ALSO
A5 A MORALZITY PHRHBLE IN THE 57AR TREK UNIUERSE . HUMANS
DEUVELOPED FASTERTHAN uhf 5PACE TRAUEL . USING A FORM OF PROPULSION REFERRED 70 AS
HARP DRIUE FO OWING A NUCLEAR WAR AND A POST-APOCALYPTIC PERIOD IN THE MID-2157 CEN
TURY . ACCORDING 70 THE ET” Y TIMELINE . THE FIRST WARP FLIGHT
HAPPENED ON 5 HPRTL 2003 . AND THE UULCANS. AN ADUANCED ALZIEN RACE . MADE FIRST CONTACT
WITH EARTH ON THAT DAY AFTER DETECTING THE HARP DRIUE SIGNATURE
PARTLY A5 A RESULT OF THE INTERUENTION AND SCIENTIFIC TEACHINGS OF THE UULCANS. HU
MANS LARGELY OUERCAME MANY EQRlHPOUND FRAILTIES AND UICES BY THE MIDDLE OF THE 22ND
CENTURY . CREATING A QUASI-UTOPIAN SOCIETY WHERE THE CENTRAL ROLE IS5 PLAYED NOT BY
MONEY . BUT RATHER BY THE mEEu FOR EXPLORATION AND KNOWLEDGE . LATER. MANKIND df .ED
{I7H 50ME OF THE OTHER SENTIENT SPECIES OF THE GALARY. INCLUDING THEUULCANS . FORM

THE UNITED FEDERATION OF PLANETS.

57AR TREK STORIES USUALLY DEPZCT THE ADUENTURES OF HUMANS AND ALIENS WHO SERUE IN
THE FEDERATIONS STARFLEET. THE PROTAGONISTS ARE ESSENTIALLY
ALTRUZSTS WHOSE IDEALS ARE SOMETIMES ONLY IMPERFECTLY APPLIED 70 THE DILEMMAS PRESEN-
TED IN THE SERIES. THE CONFLICTS AND POLITICAL DIMENSIONS OF STAR TREK FORM ALLEGORIES
FOR CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL REALITIES: 57AR TREK: THE ORIGINAL SERIES ADDRESSED T55UES
OF THE 18605, JUST AS LATER SPIN-OFFS HAUE REFLECTED ISSUES OF THEIR RESPECTIUE ERAS.
I550ES DED CTED IN THE UARIOUS SERZ EE NCLUDE HAR AND PEACE . THE WQLJE OF PERSONAL
LOYALTY . AUTHORITARIANISM, IMPERIALIGM. CLASS HWARFARE . ECONOMICS . RACISM. HUMAN RI-
GHS. SEmLEM AND FEHLNiEN AND THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY . GENE RODPENBERRV 5 ATED: A NEW
HWORLD HITH NEW RULES. T COULD MARE STATEMENTS ABOUT GEX. RELIGION. UZETNAM, POLITICS.
AND INTERCONTINENTAL MISSILES. INDEED. WE DID MAKE THEM ON STAR TREK: WE WERE SENDING
MESSAGES AND FORTUNATELY THEY ALL GOT BY THE NETHORK.

57AR TREK ORIGINATED AS A TELEUISION SERIES IN 1966, ALTHOUGH 7 HAD BEEN IN THE
PLANNING STAGES FOR AT LEAST 5IX YEARS PRIOR 7O THAT. IT WAS CANCELED AFTER I75 THIRD
TELEUTSION SEASON DUE 70 LOW RATINGS. T HAS. HOhE‘ER, HIGHLY POPULAR HITH SCIENCE
FICTION FANS AND ENGINEERING STUDENTS. IN SPITE OF GENERALLY LOW NIELSEN RATINGS

URE NG 175 ORIGINAL RUN. I7 HAS NOMINATED SEUERAL TIMES FOR THE HUGO AWARD FOR BEST

DRAMATIC PRESENTATION AND H(* THICE © FOR THE THO-PARTER THE MENAGERIE AND THE HARLAN
ELLT SON WRITTEN EPISODE THE CIT¥ ON THE EDGE OF FOREUER. SEE ALS0 AWARDS BELOW. I7
HAS SERUED A5 THE FOUNDATION FOR FOUR ADDITIONAL LIUE-ACTION TELEUISION SERIES. ON
HNIHHTED TELEUZSION SERIES AND TEN
THEATRICAL FILMS. AN 117TH FILM IS5 EXPECTED 70 BE RELEASED T“ THEATERS 8 MAY 20806 THE
51K TELEUIGION SERIES COMPRI EE A T0TAL OF 716 EPISODES - 18 OF WHICH
ARE FEATURE-LENGTH - ACROSS 23 SEASONS. SEE LENGTHS OF 5CT E CE FICTION FILM AND TELEUI-
5T0N SERIES FOR MORE ON COMPARATIVE SERIES LENGTHS.
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