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SCIENCE FICTION SERIES WHICH WOULD 
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CLY MARKETED IT AS A WESTERN IN OUTER 
SPACE, A SO-CALLED WAGON TRAIN TO 
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SEFUL ADVENTURE STORY, BUT ALSO AS A MORALITY PARABLE. IN THE 
STAR TREK UNIVERSE, HUMANS DEVELOPED FASTER-THAN-LIGHT SPACE 
TRAVEL, USING A FORM OF PROPULSION REFERRED TO AS WARP DRIVE, 
FOLLOWING A NUCLEAR WAR AND A POST-APOCALYPTIC PERIOD IN THE 
MID-21ST CENTURY. ACCORDING TO THE STORY TIMELINE, THE FIRST 
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21ST CENTURY. ACCORDING TO THE STORY TIMELINE, THE FIRST WARP FLIGHT HAPPENED 
ON 5 APRIL 2063, AND THE VULCANS, AN ADVANCED ALIEN RACE, MADE FIRST CONTACT 
WITH EARTH ON THAT DAY AFTER DETECTING THE WARP DRIVE SIGNATURE. PARTLY AS A RE-
SULT OF THE INTERVENTION AND SCIENTIFIC TEACHINGS OF THE VULCANS, HUMANS LAR-
GELY OVERCAME MANY EARTH-BOUND FRAILTIES AND VICES BY THE MIDDLE OF THE 22ND 
CENTURY, CREATING A QUASI-UTOPIAN SOCIETY WHERE THE CENTRAL ROLE IS PLAYED NOT 
BY MONEY, BUT RATHER BY THE NEED FOR EXPLORATION AND KNOWLEDGE. LATER, MANKIND 
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GULLIVER'S TRAVELS, INTENDING EACH EPISODE TO ACT 
ON TWO LEVELS, FIRST AS A SUSPENSEFUL ADVENTURE 
STORY, BUT ALSO AS A MORALITY PARABLE. IN THE STAR 
TREK UNIVERSE, HUMANS DEVELOPED FASTER-THAN-LIGHT 
SPACE TRAVEL, USING A FORM OF PROPULSION REFERRED 
TO AS WARP DRIVE, FOLLOWING A NUCLEAR WAR AND A 
POST-APOCALYPTIC PERIOD IN THE MID-21ST CENTURY. 
ACCORDING TO THE STORY TIMELINE, THE FIRST WARP 
FLIGHT HAPPENED ON 5 APRIL 2063, AND THE VULCANS, 
AN ADVANCED ALIEN RACE, MADE FIRST CONTACT WITH 

EARTH ON THAT DAY AFTER DETECTING THE WARP DRIVE 
SIGNATURE. PARTLY AS A RESULT OF THE INTERVENTION 
AND SCIENTIFIC TEACHINGS OF THE VULCANS, HUMANS 
LARGELY OVERCAME MANY EARTH-BOUND FRAILTIES AND 
VICES BY THE MIDDLE OF THE 22ND CENTURY, CREATING 
A QUASI-UTOPIAN SOCIETY WHERE THE CENTRAL ROLE 
IS PLAYED NOT BY MONEY, BUT RATHER BY THE NEED FOR 
EXPLORATION AND KNOWLEDGE. LATER, MANKIND UNITED 
WITH SOME OF THE OTHER SENTIENT SPECIES OF THE 
GALAXY, INCLUDING THE VULCANS, TO FORM THE UNITED 
FEDERATION OF PLANETS.STAR TREK STORIES USUALLY 
DEPICT THE ADVENTURES OF HUMANS AND ALIENS WHO 
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    AS EARLY AS 1960, GENE RODDENBERRY HAD PUT TOGETHER A PROPOSAL FOR THE SCIEN-
CE FICTION SERIES WHICH WOULD BECOME STAR TREK. ALTHOUGH HE PUBLICLY MARKETED  
IT AS A WESTERN IN OUTER SPACE, A SO-CALLED WAGON TRAIN TO THE STARS, HE PRIVTELY  
TOLD FRIENDS THAT HE WAS ACTUALLY MODELING IT ON SWIFT'S GULLIVER'S TRAVELS, 
INTENDING EACH EPISODE TO ACT ON TWO LEVELS, FIRST AS A SUSPENSEFUL ADVENTURE 
STORY, BUT ALSO AS A MORALITY PARABLE. IN THE STAR TREK UNIVERSE, HUMANS 
 DEVELOPED FASTERTHAN LIGHT SPACE TRAVEL, USING A FORM OF PROPULSION REFERRED 
TO AS WARP DRIVE, FOLLOWING A NUCLEAR WAR AND A POST-APOCALYPTIC PERIOD IN THE 
MID-21ST CENTURY. ACCORDING TO THE STORY TIMELINE, THE FIRST WARP FLIGHT 
 HAPPENED ON 5 APRIL 2063, AND THE VULCANS, AN ADVANCED ALIEN RACE, MADE FIRST 
CONTACT WITH EARTH ON THAT DAY AFTER DETECTING THE WARP DRIVE SIGNATURE.  
PARTLY AS A RESULT OF THE INTERVENTION AND SCIENTIFIC TEACHINGS OF THE VULCANS, 
HUMANS LARGELY OVERCAME MANY EARTH-BOUND FRAILTIES AND VICES BY THE MIDDLE OF 
THE 22ND CENTURY, CREATING A QUASI-UTOPIAN SOCIETY WHERE THE CENTRAL ROLE IS 
PLAYED NOT BY MONEY, BUT RATHER BY THE NEED FOR EXPLORATION AND KNOWLEDGE. LATER, 
MANKIND UNITED WITH SOME OF THE OTHER SENTIENT SPECIES OF THE GALAXY, INCLUDING 
THEVULCANS, TO FORM THE UNITED FEDERATION OF PLANETS.
    STAR TREK STORIES USUALLY DEPICT THE ADVENTURES OF HUMANS AND ALIENS WHO 
SERVE IN THE FEDERATION'S STARFLEET. THE PROTAGONISTS ARE ESSENTIALLY  
ALTRUISTS WHOSE IDEALS ARE SOMETIMES ONLY IMPERFECTLY APPLIED TO THE DILEMMAS 
PRESENTED IN THE SERIES. THE CONFLICTS AND POLITICAL DIMENSIONS OF STAR TREK 
FORM ALLEGORIES FOR CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL REALITIES: STAR TREK: THE ORIGINAL 
SERIES ADDRESSED ISSUES OF THE 1960S, JUST AS LATER SPIN-OFFS HAVE REFLECTED 
ISSUES OF THEIR RESPECTIVE ERAS. ISSUES DEPICTED IN THE VARIOUS SERIES INCLUDE 
WAR AND PEACE, THE VALUE OF PERSONAL LOYALTY, AUTHORITARIANISM, IMPERIALISM, 
CLASS WARFARE, ECONOMICS, RACISM, HUMAN RIGHTS, SEXISM AND FEMINISM, AND THE ROLE 
OF TECHNOLOGY. GENE RODDENBERRY STATED: A NEW WORLD WITH NEW RULES, I COULD MAKE 
STATEMENTS ABOUT SEX, RELIGION, VIETNAM, POLITICS, AND INTERCONTINENTAL MISSI-
LES. INDEED, WE DID MAKE THEM ON STAR TREK: WE WERE SENDING MESSAGES AND FORTUNA-
TELY THEY ALL GOT BY THE NETWORK.
    STAR TREK ORIGINATED AS A TELEVISION SERIES IN 1966, ALTHOUGH IT HAD BEEN IN 
THE PLANNING STAGES FOR AT LEAST SIX YEARS PRIOR TO THAT. IT WAS CANCELED AFTER 
ITS THIRD TELEVISION SEASON DUE TO LOW RATINGS. IT WAS, HOWEVER, HIGHLY POPULAR 
WITH SCIENCE-FICTION FANS AND ENGINEERING STUDENTS, IN SPITE OF GENERALLY LOW 
NIELSEN RATINGS. DURING ITS ORIGINAL RUN, IT WAS NOMINATED SEVERAL TIMES FOR THE 
HUGO AWARD FOR BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION AND WON TWICE : FOR THE TWO-PARTER THE 
MENAGERIE AND THE HARLAN ELLISON-WRITTEN EPISODE THE CITY ON THE EDGE OF FORE-
VER. SEE ALSO AWARDS BELOW. IT HAS SERVED AS THE FOUNDATION FOR FOUR ADDITIONAL 
LIVE-ACTION TELEVISION SERIES, ONE ANIMATED TELEVISION SERIES AND TEN  
THEATRICAL FILMS. AN 11TH FILM IS EXPECTED TO BE RELEASED TO THEATERS 8 MAY 2009.
THE SIX TELEVISION SERIES COMPRISE A TOTAL OF  716 EPISODES - 10 OF WHICH  
ARE FEATURE-LENGTH - ACROSS 23 SEASONS. SEE LENGTHS OF SCIENCE FICTION FILM AND 
TELEVISION SERIES FOR MORE ON COMPARATIVE SERIES LENGTHS.  
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21st century. according to the story timeline, the first warp flight happened 
on 5 april 2063, and the vulcans, an advanced alien race, made first contact 
with earth on that day after detecting the warp drive signature. partly as a re-
sult of the intervention and scientific teachings of the vulcans, humans lar-
gely overcame many earth-bound frailties and vices by the middle of the 22nd 
century, creating a quasi-utopian society where the central role is played not 
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as early as 1960, gene roddenberry had put together 
a proposal for the science fiction series which 
would become star trek. although he publicly 
marketed it as a western in outer space, a so-
called wagon train to the stars, he privately told 
friends that he was actually modeling it on swift's 
gulliver's travels, intending each episode to act 
on two levels, first as a suspenseful adventure 
story, but also as a morality parable. in the star 
trek universe, humans developed faster-than-light 
space travel, using a form of propulsion referred 
to as warp drive, following a nuclear war and a 
post-apocalyptic period in the mid-21st century. 
according to the story timeline, the first warp 
flight happened on 5 april 2063, and the vulcans, 
an advanced alien race, made first contact with 

earth on that day after detecting the warp drive 
signature. partly as a result of the intervention 
and scientific teachings of the vulcans, humans 
largely overcame many earth-bound frailties and 
vices by the middle of the 22nd century, creating 
a quasi-utopian society where the central role 
is played not by money, but rather by the need for 
exploration and knowledge. later, mankind united 
with some of the other sentient species of the 
galaxy, including the vulcans, to form the united 
federation of planets.star trek stories usually 
depict the adventures of humans and aliens who 
serve in the federation's starfleet. the prota-
gonists are essentially altruists whose ideals 
are sometimes only imperfectly applied to the di-
lemmas presented in the series. the conflicts and 
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